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President’s Corner 

Wow -- after howling gales for most of the winter period 
we have had some stunning flying days lately, perfect 
for trimming those new models, trying new 
manoeuvres, and getting some of our Novices solo 
(well done Vahram and Joe).  It promises to be a great 
spring and summer at Doncaster Aeromodellers' Club. 
 
A few weeks into the president's role I am still trying to 
identify which way is up (sounds a bit like my flying!), 
what are the great things achieved by the committee 
last year that must be retained and enhanced, and 
what new things make sense for this year.  To get my 
bearings I asked the existing committee members for 
their views on each of these issues.  What struck me 
most about the response was the extent, and the 
consistency, of the thoughts that emerged.  At our first 
Committee meeting we worked through these thoughts 
and, as a first step to setting an agenda for the year, 
agreed the set of themes set out below.  These will 
focus our priority setting. 
 
At a more practical and visible level we are working on 
a number of initiatives for members that include: 
 
• Improved member communication through a 

combination of upgraded web site (and if you are 
reading this that is happening), use of the club 
Notice Board, and the Newsletter (the latter two 
needing a bit of effort that goes beyond the time 
availability of the Committee -- volunteers 
desperately wanted).  
 

• Reshaping of the use of Club meetings to 
concentrate more on specific themes.  There has 
been discussion on moving to monthly Club 
meetings -- but a first step before 
considering monthly meetings is spicing up the 

content and attendance of the current bi-monthly 
approach. 

• A couple of competitions:  
� a fun flying day for all (electric and IC, beginner 

to expert) -- any volunteers to help organise 
welcomed; and  

� a scale aerobatics competition (again open to all 
levels).  

• A 'day trip' for the club with the intent of having fun 
and getting to know some people from another club 
-- watch this space. 
 

• Reinstating formal noise management procedures 
on Sundays -- and thank you to Hawthorn Hobbies 
for donating a new noise meter.  
 

• Formalising our approach to rating of new members 
and new flyers across IC and Electric (more on this 
in the Safety Officer's section under 'Safe Flying').  

The other 'behind the scenes' tasks the committee are 
working on include getting all the new membership 
details out (well done Graham), filing our annual return 
to Consumer and Business Affairs (well done Graham 
again), chasing the one or two recalcitrant members 
who have not paid their fees (a couple of which are 
known to have been flying -- an absolutely no go 
situation in the current insurance climate), and the 
annual discussion with Manningham City Council on 
allocation, usage hours and insurance of our field. 
 
Have a great 2002/03 flying year. 
 
David Gibbs 

 

Committee Themes for 2002/03 

1) Maintain the strong basic administration skills and processes and build on these to improve enjoyment 
for all members.  

2) Foster and extend an open, impartial and practical approach to promoting the club and activities.  
3) Retain and encourage rapport across the different interest groups in the club and create opportunities 

to 'cross fertilise' the knowledge and relationships.  
4) Create opportunities to involve those outside the formal committee in contributing across the full range 

of club activities.  
5) Look to and learn from other successful aeromodelling clubs and associations for examples of effective 

practices in and across interest groups.  
6) Continue to be diligent in protecting the environment around the Bulleen field, with particular focus on 

safety and noise.  
7) And, after we have done all that, recognise there are a number of members who will still just want it to 

be easy for them to fly -- with no wish to have a greater involvement in the club. 
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Competition – New Club Logo 
 
Competition is on for the new Club Logo and interested teams should be creating away so they are fully 
prepared to bring their ideas to the next Club Meeting.  One formal entry received so far from Fernando 
Monge – where are the others? 
 
The new logo will not only appear on the web site and other communication material, but is also needed for 
merchandise – particularly Club Flying Jackets so we are clearly a ‘Team’ when we go to competitions 
(VMAA, Aerobatics and Electric competitions). 
 
The consensus (and only guideline) is that the text should probably be limited to Doncaster Aeromodellers 
 
 

Club Meeting  In the Press 

Next Club Meeting is at the Clubhouse: 

Monday September 9, 8:00pm sharp,  
Agenda is likely to include: 
• Logo competition; 
• Making club meetings meaningful; 
• Discussion on improving member communication; 
• Safety update and discussion; 
• VMAA Trophy 2003 – thinking ahead; 
• Date for Fun flying and Scale Aerobatics days 

 

 

For those who didn’t see it, there was a great 
article on the Club on the front Page of the 
Manningham Leader newspaper on July 24, 
2002. 
Thankyou to Richard Page and Cliff McIver 
for turning up with a model collection. 

A copy of the article is on the web site – and 
it would be great if someone could find a copy 
to put on the notice board. 

 

Club Calendar  Mowing Roster 

September 9, 8:00pm, Club Meeting, Clubhouse 
September 21, 1:00pm, 7-cell Electric Glider competition, Bulleen 
October 19, 1:00pm, 7-cell Electric Glider competition, Bulleen 
November 18, 8:00pm, Club Meeting, Clubhouse  
 
TBD – Fun flying; Scale Aerobatics. 
August 7-cell competition results are on the web site. 

 

A big thank you to the committed 
group who spare a couple of hours 
out of their schedules every couple 
of months to mow the flying field, 
and to Graham Kay for organizing 
them. 
New volunteers always wanted – 
please let Graham know if you can. 

 

Newsletter  Competitions 

This Newsletter is a step towards members’ and committee 
views that we could improve the content and presentation.  
But it takes time.  To ensure we continue to improve it, 
please do a couple of things to help the committee: 

• Send in anything funny (and relevant) so it doesn’t get 
too serious; 

• Actively contribute to keeping the interest groups up-to-
date on the web site – either as a contributor or co-
coordinator; 

• Volunteer as editor/publisher, or help someone else 
volunteer! 

 

The two competitions being designed 
need helpers to get them off the ground.  
The competitions are: 

• Fun Flying day for all (electric and IC, 
beginner to expert) 

• Scale Aerobatics (A draft of the rules is 
on the web site) 

Please see Cliff McIver or David Gibbs 
with offers of help!! 
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Safety Corner 
 

I am new to this role -- and I am going to start on a 
serious note. 
 
With the current raised consciousness of liability and 
insurance issues, safety has come under even more 
scrutiny than ever before. We, at Doncaster 
Aeromodellers' Club, have always had safety as THE 
priority issue, probably more so than any other club, 
given our location in the inner suburbs of Melbourne. It 
cannot be stressed more strongly, that safety is the key 
to the lifeblood of our club. 
 
In light of this, the recent amendments to CASA 
regulations appear likely to impose further 
requirements on the club and its members. The 
committee will address the formality of any of these 
changes separately -- but no matter what the 
implications are, the committee is unanimous that our 
best approach to any issues like this is to redouble our 
efforts to avoid incidents or potential incidents of any 
kind whereever possible. 
 
Therefore, it is very important for all members and 
guests (including flyers from other clubs) to be familiar 
with all the safety rules and regulations of the Club and 
the various authorities (eg: Local Council, VMAA, 
MAAA, CASA). Accordingly, some of the 
issues and ideas that the Club is in the process of 
working through in respect to safety are:  

• Placement of all rules and regulations of the club 
(especially the Club Rules and Radio Control Safety 
Guidelines) on the Club's notice board and this web 
site. Members and guests are strongly advised to 
familiarise themselves with these rules;  

• Mandatory safety & noise checks of all aircraft and 
equipment;  

• Compulsory briefing to new members & guests, and 
reminders to existing members of all the safety 

rules, conduct expected of a member, taxiing, flight 
lines, etc;  

• Improvement of the taxiing of aircraft, as well as 
improved communication as to existing conditions 
on flying days (eg: signage to indicate flight 
line/direction, etc);  

• Formalisation of a "bronze wing" test for electric and 
other non-IC remote control flyers based on the 
excellent work that Neil Spencer has done on this 
subject;  

• Improved documentation and records (eg enhanced 
incident reporting, database/lists of all members' 
aircraft & radio control equipment that have 
undertaken safety and equipment checks. If the 
aircraft or equipment do not have the prerequisite 
checks, they may not be allowed to be used);  

• Strict enforcement of the rules (eg: not a member of 
Club, VMAA, MAAA or FAI, no flying unless with 
Club designated instructor in accordance with the 
Club rules);  

• Possible introduction of a green/yellow/red card or 
demerit system for serious and repeat offenders or 
offences;  

Please remember, safety is not just about handling or 
flying your aircraft carefully, but also includes other 
areas, such as using and providing instruction of other 
equipment at the Club and its surroundings (eg: lawn 
mower, hot water & battery charging facilities, storage 
and disposal of volatile substances). 
 
That is all for now.  See you at the Club -- and look 
forward to your input on how to effectively build safe 
practices into everything we do. 
 
Nik Daud  

 
 Committee Contacts 

President: 
David Gibbs-- 9889 4939 

Vice President: 
Cliff McIver – 9850 4478 

Secretary: 
Richard Page – 9882 3008 

Registrar: 
Graham Kay – 9842 8777 

Safety Officer: 
Nik Daud – 9857 6353 
 

Committee Members: 
Neil Spencer (mainly electric) 
Colin Kahn (electric and scale) 
David Nobes (control line) 
Dennis Travassaros (sport and aerobatics) 



 

New Web Site 
 

Doncaster Aeromodellers  
Incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 

 

Welcome to the Doncaster Aeromodellers' Club Web Site 
(Which is still a construction zone in places!) 

 
An attempt to introduce the breadth and depth of the Club and its members, and answer most of the 

questions people seem to ask! 

 

VMAA Trophy Winners 2001 and 2002                In the Press 

About the Club  -- Everything you need to know about the Club  

Interest Groups  -- Thoughts from each of the interest groups within the Club: from F3A 

aerobatics to Indoor  

Competitions  -- VMAA Trophy results and competitions at Doncaster  

Safe Flying  -- Taking a leading stance on safety: from beginners to experts  

Classifieds  -- For Sale and Wanted  

Weather Conditions        Modelling Links       Club Supporters 

  

 

Front page of our new Web Site.  The site can be found at: 
 

www.dac.org.au 
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Interest Group -- F3A Aerobatics 
 
The F3A Aerobatic group fly models specifically designed for precision flying. The models are almost 2 
metres long and 2 metres wide, are powered by 23cc (1.4 cubic inch) engines and weigh in at just less than 
5 kg (anything over 5kg is not allowed).   
 
There are regular competitions throughout Victoria, with 
competitors grouped into four categories: F3A (the 
best), Expert, Intermediate and Sportsman (for those 
just finding their way!).  Each category flies a specific 
set of manoeuvres in front of a panel of judges (up to six 
times on a full competition weekend -- judging is quite a 
commitment as you can see from the picture).  
 
Doncaster has competitors across the full range: 

• F3A -- Cliff McIver 
• Expert -- Boz Student, Paul Marlan, Rob Clark, Graham Kay 
• Advanced -- Fernando Monge, David Gibbs, Richard Page, James Hays, Peter Hays 
• Sportsman -- Two in grooming for their first competition! 

 

Competitors at Geelong (February) 

Results from the competitions so far this year show the strength of the team: 

• Australian Nationals (Albury, January) -- Boz Student, 3rd in Expert. 
• Model Engines Trophy (Geelong, February) -- Cliff McIver, 4th in F3A; Paul Marlan, 4th in Expert; 

Fernando Monge, 4th in Advanced; David Gibbs, 1st in Sportsman. 
• Tates Performance Hobbies Trophy (Geelong, March) -- Paul Marlan, 1st in Expert; David Gibbs, 1st in 

Sportsman.  
• Australian Masters (Wodonga, April) -- Fernando Monge, 2nd in Advanced. 
• Victorian State Championships (Bendigo, March) -- Paul Marlan, 2nd in Expert; David Gibbs, 1st in 

Sportsman (and promoted to Advanced). 
• Nepean (June) – Boz Student, 1st in Expert; Fernando Monge, 1st in Advanced. 
• Cobram (August) -- Fernando Monge, 2nd in Advanced. 

Next competition is September 7 and 8 at Geelong -- and we expect a strong contingent from Doncaster 
competing. 
 
Well done to all -- lets keep up the good work. 
 
David Gibbs 

 
Judges at Geelong (February) 

Doncaster Aeromodellers’ Club Inc.   Page 6 of 10 



 

Interest Group -- Electric 
 
The rapidly developing world of Electric flight is well represented within the Club.  
  
Members are involved in many facets of 
electric flight including scale models, electric 
assisted gliders, pylon racing, sports 
aerobatics, old timers and helicopters.  A visit 
to the field on Saturday afternoons or 
Wednesday evenings will usually prove most 
entertaining as the electric group nearly 
always have something new to try out (and 
what is more, you will find it quite peaceful 
and relaxing -- just like we do). 

 

Proof of the peaceful and relaxing bit. 

 
Within the electric group there has been a 
recent re-emergence of balsa bashing in 
search of competitive 7-cell electric gliders. 
Interest in this class has been accelerated by 
the monthly DAC competition, which is part of 
the AEFA sponsored national 7-cell series of 
events. Model Engines has generously 
donated a new Supernova 3000 charger for 
the DAC event - the prize will be drawn from 
all contestants who participate in at least 6 of 
the DAC monthly events so you don't have to 
be an expert to win!  
 
For anyone interested in assembling a competitive 7-cell model the following provides some general 
guidelines. Whilst there are a wide variety of models that compete in the 7-cell event, common features of 
successful models are light weight (under 1,000 gms), good glide ratio and as much power as you can 
extract from 7 cells!  

'What is a 7-cell glider anyway?' 
 
As the name suggests, the 7-cell glider class encompasses electric powered gliders using 7 Nicad 
batteries. Such a broad definition allows almost infinite possibilities in terms of model and power 
system combinations. Whilst both ferrite and brush less motors are in general use, specific events 
may only permit the use of ferrite (brushed) motors. Any polyhedral glider of around 1.8 -2 meters 
is a likely candidate. If you want to have a go and don't want to build a model then ARF electric 
gliders can provide a relatively quick way into this event. As always you get what you pay for so 
don't expect a $200 model and motor combination to be a record breaker!  
 
In summary the event consists of a 5-minute duration flight followed by a spot landing. From a 
maximum score of 300 duration points a point is deducted for each second that the motor is 
running and for each second above or below the 5-minute deadline. Bonus points (10,20 or 30) 
are added for the spot landing based on distance from the spot to the model nose. 
 
Don't be scared off by the task as new competitors at DAC events have landed on the spot at 
exactly 5:00 minutes in their first competition! Given that this is a "perfect score" the winning 
margin is then determined by the lowest motor run time - and that's where the fun starts as there 
are many combinations of model design and power system that help to achieve this aim (as well 
as flying skills of course). 
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Interest Group – Electric  (Continued) 
 

 
Neil Spencer displaying the successful outcome of many 
sessions of balsa bashing! 

Both ferrite and brush less motors are winning 
events and the choice here is probably driven by 
cost. A competitive ferrite setup can be 
assembled using a 10-17 turn buggy motor, 
~3.8:1 gear box, 50Amp controller and a 13-14" 
folding prop.   
 
There are a number of brush less motors 
available for use in this event with the new Mega 
and Jeti range becoming more affordable and 
available in Australia. Brush less motors are 
available for use with or without gearboxes so 
there is a lot of scope for experimentation. 
Batteries are typically 7 Sanyo NiCads with the 
new CP 1300 and 1700 cells proving very 
popular.  
 
If you are interested in putting a 7-cell model 
together there are a number of successful 
competitors in DAC who are happy to help with 
advice. A visit to the club on almost any Saturday 
afternoon is all it takes to make contact with this 
group.  
 
New electric models under construction or 
development include Martin Lui's electric 
conversion of the Ace Cloud Dancer. This is a 
popular conversion of a 40-size aerobatic sport 
model, which has an excellent reputation in the 
US. Martin is going to use an Astro 25 motor and 

14 cells however I suspect that a new 
brush less motor is likely to appear in this 
model at some point.  

 

Electric guru Phil Connelly providing expert advice on the 
power system in Colin Kahn's new model (with Neil Spencer 
providing words of encouragement) 

 
I have recently converted one of three (yes 
that's three) Old Timer models to electric 
power and plans are in hand to get the 
other two into the air in the near future. I 
am also building a second wing for my new 
7-cell glider, which will incorporate ailerons 
for better control in stronger winds.  
 
Colin Kahn's next "big" project is an 
electric P51 Mustang. This model promises 
to be a real stunner and follows Colin's 
very successful four engine Lancaster and 
his conversion of a Piper L3 obtained in a 
swap from Max McCulloch. 
 
Anthony Peate has recently completed a 
new 7-cell glider, which is flying well, and a 
number of other people have 7-cell 
developments under way.  All in all a fair 
bit of activity in the electric scene which is 
very encouraging. 
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Interest Group -- Electric (Continued) 
 
If 7-cell models aren't your current bag, then a totally different alternative is to join the fleet of ME163 flyers 
exploring the limits of these great little EPP foam, pusher prop models.  A great recipe for mid-air collisions 
you just fly out of! 
 
 
 

 
Photo of Speed 400 powered ME163s (EPP foam ARTF from S&B models -- click on 

photo to link to manufacturer) 
 
 
  

 
 

A fleet of ME163s being launched for a bout of fun and entertainment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neil Spencer  
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Classifieds 

For Sale 
 
1) 2.5m Electric Glider 
 T-Tail, F'glass fuz, Malcom Buckmaster ND10 neodyme motor with gear box  (new bearings just fitted), 
twin aileron servos in wings and elevator & rudder servos in tail fin. Set up for 8-10 cells, just add Rx and 
ESC to fly. EC $500 (basic model less motor and servos $250)  
 
Neil Spencer,  Mobile 0409 316 834, Email: naspencer@bigpond.com 
 
2) Hectoplett 290/30 Torque 
Very powerful 7 cell motor for currents in the 40 – 80A range, direct drive up to 10*7 prop. Weight is 340 
gms with elliptical torque ring, 40 mm dia and 71 mm long plus 5 mm shaft Excellent condition (new brushes 
and end-bell) at a fraction of new price - $200 
 
Contact Phil Connolly on (03) 9561 1697 or Email philmaur@bluep.com 
 
3) Aveox 1406/2Y sensored brushless motor 
Won the AEFA open pylon event last Easter on 7 cells, but also very good when geared on 7 – 14 cells. 
Approx. 200 gms and 38mm dia by 46 mm long, also plus 5 mm shaft. Should take the new Model Motors 
2/2.5/3:1 internal gearboxes very well - these are only about $80 Works well with sensorless controllers eg 
Kontronic or Jeti at currents in the 25 – 50 amp range. Also in excellent condition - motor price $160 
 
Contact Phil Connolly on (03) 9561 1697 or Email philmaur@bluep.com 
 
 

Wanted 
 
1) Assorted Crystals 
Am trying to rationalise my R/C frequencies. Does anyone out there have JR X388S crystals spare: 
• Tx and Rx on 633, 631 or 615, or 
• Tx only on these three frequencies 
I have Tx and Rx JR crystals on 613 - how about a swap? 
Also have Futaba crystals spare  
• Tx and Rx on 651, 639 
• Tx only 637 

 
Contact Phil Connolly on (03) 9561 1697 or Email philmaur@bluep.com 
 
 
Classifieds are also on the web site. 
Send details to david@gibbs.com.au  
The rules of what we will and won’t list are evolving – so bear with us as we learn. 
 
 

 
That’s all for now.  If you have any ideas on how to improve the Newsletter then please volunteer both 

e ideas, and yourself to implement them, to David Gibbs or Nik Daudth . 
 

We are serious about needing help with content for the web-site, preparing and publishing the 
Newsletter, and managing the Clubhouse notice board.  Please volunteer now. 
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